
Illinois Water and Wastewater Agencies 

Response Network



Disasters of all kindsé.
· Floods are the number 1 most common natural

disaster in all 50 states

· In 2006 ðEVERY state had a flood catastrophe 

· Illinois ranks #4 in total thunderstorms

·The next tornado - the big earthquake - are comingé 

·ILWARN is designed to assisté

·UTILITY TO UTILITY  

Photo:  Iowa City, Iowa

Water Treatment Plant ðJune 2008



National WARN Program
·Compliments existing state and local emergency 

management programs

·Works within NIMS structure

·Currently 43 states have operational organizations and 

websites

·Used successfully for 

ü2005 Hurricane Katrina, Rita, Wilma (FlaWARN)

ü2008 Waterborne Salmonella outbreak Alamosa,CO 

(CoWARN)

ü2008 Hurricane Ike (TxWARN)

ü2009 Ice storm (ArWARN, TnWARN, KyWARN)



Nationwide Warn

Goalé

100% - GREEN



What is ILWARN?
· A network of utilities helping 

other utilities

· To provide a method whereby 

water/wastewater utilities 

that have anticipated or 

sustained damages from 

natural or human -caused 

incidents can provide and 

receive emergency aid and 

assistance in the form of 

personnel, equipment, 

materials, and other 

associated services as 

necessary from other 

water/wastewater utilities.

Main break in Ravenswood  - photo MSNBC



ILWARN MISSION

Support and Promote statewide 

emergency preparedness, 

response and mutual 

assistance to public and 

private water and wastewater 

utilities



Why ILWARN?

·Fast response

·Emergency contacts

·Up-front agreement and protocols 

·Designed to fill needs before the arrival of

other government aid



ILWARN Benefits

· Includes public and private 

utility members

·Access to specialized 

resources limiting revenue 

Interruption

1. licensed water plant 

operators

2. Treatment chemicals

3. Lab technicians

4. Specialized equipment

Water quality testing is a 

specialized service



ILWARN Benefits

·Single agreement providing access to statewide 

membership

·No precontractual limitations or retainer fees 

·Increases community confidence



Who Can Be Members?
·Members ðUtilities that sign the MAA

· Authorized utility  or company official can sign the 

agreement

·Associate Members ðdo not sign the Agreement

· Professional association representation 

· Illinois EPA and Illinois Dept. of Public Health

· State emergency management and/or homeland 

security agency

· USEPA region representation


